FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Hillhouse Opera Company of New Haven presents Gounod’s Faust
NEW HAVEN –– March 28, 2010 –– Hillhouse Opera Company (HHOC), New Haven’s only community-based opera company, is pleased to announce performances of Charles Gounod’s Faust.  The opera will be presented on Thursday, April 22 and Saturday, April 24 at 8:00 p.m. at Pratt Hall in New Haven.  The following weekend, HHOC goes on the road, bringing Faust to Danbury’s Immanuel Lutheran Church for additional performances on Thursday, April 29 and Saturday, May 1 at 8:00 p.m.  Admission to all performances is free, with donations accepted.
The fully-staged and costumed production is led by conductor and music director Perry Price of Danbury.  Joining HHOC for the first time as stage director is Heidi Lauren Duke (http://www.heidilaurenduke.com), an accomplished opera director and choreographer who has created acclaimed productions in New York and at the Azuriales Opera Festival in Nice, France.  Chorus mistress is Laura Pringleton, a founding HHOC chorus member.  Joanne Archibald of Danbury and Laura Richling of New Haven will accompany on piano and keyboard, respectively.
Although it was not well-received at its première in 1859 (and declined for performance by the Opéra Nationale de Paris as insufficiently showy for the conventions of French grand opera so popular at the time), Faust went on to become one of Gounod’s great successes, and is the eighth most commonly-performed opera at the New York’s Metropolitan Opera.  A metaphysical drama of love and temptation and the tragedy of human weakness, it is equally well-suited for the grand stage or for an intimate theater.

Admission is free, though a suggested donation of $20 per person, $10 for students and seniors, or $35 per family will be taken at the door.
HHOC was formed in August 2008 in order to provide all in the greater New Haven community a chance to experience opera, whether as a performer, a member of the production staff, or an audience member.  

For information about advanced seating, parking and other information about the show, please see HHOC’s website at http://www.hillhouseoperacompany.org. For tickets, please call 203-746-5843.

About Hillhouse Opera Company

Hillhouse Opera Company (HHOC) was founded in August 2008 as a community-based opera company in the greater New Haven, CT area. The organization grew out of the desire to turn the Hillhouse Opera Project, a project that had been begun in order to produce the opera Don Giovanni, into a more continuous base of support for community-based operatic productions.

The Mission of the Hillhouse Opera Company is two-fold:  to produce and promote opera in the wider community and to promote community through opera.

More information about HHOC can be found on our website, http://www.hillhouseoperacompany.org.  For ticket sales, please call 203-746-5843.
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